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Hello All,

To begin I would like to thank everybody who played for Curve this year
across all divisions, there are many things that decide the success of a club,
but of course the most important factor is the players and it is your efforts
that have made this the most successful year in the our history.

Curve 1 started the season with the weight of expectation on their shoul-
ders. Jamie and Liam had laid the groundwork in the previous season that
allowed us to start seeded 6th in B Tour, and now after a higher number of
trainings and the addition of new players the team set their sights on the top
flight of UK Ultimate. The first Tour weekend saw us start strong but strug-
gle in the wind and rain, and although we did not perform as well as we
would have liked (winning 4/6 games but dropping one seeding position)
there were performances that highlighted the potential within the squad.

London Calling proved another mixed bag for the firsts; we showed that
we had the physical ability to enter A Tour, but in the process we sacrificed
our spirit scores. We used both our offensive and defensive systems very
well to beat Vision (who had wiped the floor with us at OT1) and Dublin
Gravity on the first day and then got lucky with the rain to finish top of our
group. On Sunday morning our first game against Gravity (a different team
featuring our very own Ste Kyle) saw us return to our style of play with
confidence, including using our warm up drill to score the final point. How-
ever from this game onwards our spirit began to decline as we increasingly
lost faith in the tactics that brought us success early on and our legs began
to betray us. In particular we physically tailed off in our game against Cam-
bridge and our game against JR had some shocking displays of spirit that
it is hoped will never grace a Curve Ultimate game again. Looking back at
this weekend our success was soured by these problems and several players
(including both captains) had to take a hard look at our approach to both
spirit and sport.

At OWT3 the team set out to do two things: give a good account of our-
selves against the very best teams in the UK, and rectify our previous spirit
problems. It is pleasing to say that we accomplished both of those goals.
Heading into a very tough group featuring eventual Tour winners Manch-
ester, 3rd place overall finishers Fire 1, and 9th place finishers Brighton.
Despite three loses, our group games against Fire and Manchester showed
that we had the potential to be a top team, and on Sunday our opening
and closing games (a win and a loss respectively) showed that we definitely
deserved to finish in the top flight. We also had begun to heal some of
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the damage dealt to our spirit reputation by finishing as the highest scored
A Tour team, 4th overall. The final Tour rankings saw us climb from the
26th to 18th best team in the country overall, the highest position ever for a
Curve team.

With this positive momentum Curve headed into regionals, into a group
composed of Clapham, Kapow (Overall 2nd place at Tour), and Fire 1. De-
spite missing a few key players, we felt that the backbone of the squad
would still be able to secure us a coveted Nationals spot. However this was
not the case and after three exciting and hard fought group game losses we
fell victim to a 2.5-hour break, losing to both Flump and Fire 2. On a more
positive note, we continued to redeem ourselves by winning the spirit tro-
phy for this weekend and with that our season ended, in the same place as
last year but having approached it from the other side.

It was tough to end the year like that; I am not ashamed to admit I cried.
The pain of losing and missing out on Nationals hurt more than any other
loss because of how well we had played across the last 2 months and the
time that so many of you had committed to this team and this club. It is a
cliché to say that our team is different than the others, but I really do believe
that; I am honoured to call you all my teammates as well as my friends and
I relish every minute I get to spend training and playing with you all. I still
get a lump in my throat when I look back across this season and read the
feedback that some of you gave me, I never believed that playing Ultimate
to this high a level could be this fun.

I will take this final opportunity to thank you once more, from the bottom
of my heart, for allowing me to lead you this season. I look forward to what
we can achieve in the coming months and years.

James Woodbridge, 1st Team Captain
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Hello Everybody,

The tour season for the second team can be summed up best by two
buzzwords - Adaptability and Endurance. In the face of the twin scourges
of high squad turnover (only three players participated in all three tours!)
and low numbers, we somehow managed to put together some high quality
ultimate in a range of different styles.

Tour 1 started off badly when we showed up at the pitches to find there
were only 9 of us, and matters got worse when Jenil picked up an injury
during the warm-up for the first game that left us with only 8 for the whole
weekend. But despite the low numbers we were able to cause our opponents
a lot of problems with our variety of defensive looks, and as the weekend
went on we settled into a strategy of relying on our long game. On the back
of some very picturesque hammers to the endzone we finished 13th in C
tour, a result we were all very proud of.

At London Calling we had some pick-ups to bolster the squad size. Away
from blustery Nottingham and with much more handler depth in the team,
we found that switching to a short game paid big dividends. Unfortunately
we found ourselves in a pool of death, and losses on universe point in the
first two games (including an unfortunate macked D for a score on universe
that a certain Mr Nemeth asked me not to mention) meant that despite
beating the eventual winners of the group and finishing with the best points
difference of any of the teams, we were bottom of the pool. But over the
course of the weekend we played some really attractive Ultimate and were
far too strong for the bottom half of C tour, winning all the rest of our games
to finish 17th.

Tour 3 in Cardiff saw the return of the small squad. While having 9

players is twice as good as having 8 from a player rest point of view, it’s
still far from ideal and there were times over the weekend where we wilted
under the fierce sun. This tour saw us play a blend of the two disparate
styles we had employed over the previous weekends, and we had some
very fun games along the way including a surprisingly high intensity match
to finish off the tournament against Black Sheep (featuring former Curver
Christoph Hachmann). Again we finished 17th in C Tour. Special kudos
must go to Steven Nemeth for playing every point of the weekend!

Overall it has been a fun ride with the second team this season, although
there were times when the lack of players dampened the enjoyment slightly.
Hopefully we will continue to field a second team in the future, possibly
with a few more players next year!

Rob Dover, 2nd Team Captain
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